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THE LAND
OF PLENTY

Through tone, texture and timeless 
immersion, the owners of this Garden Route 
farmhouse honour their surroundings 

AT BOBBEJAANSKLOOF MUCH 
TIME IS SPENT ON THE BACK 
STOEP, BASKING IN THE TRANQUIL 
ATMOSPHERE AND ADMIRING  
THE WILDLIFE ROAMING IN  
THE ADJACENT GAME RESERVE
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doormat 
customarily 
suffices as the 

entry point to a front door, but there are 
particular homes that warrant additional 
pomp. Nowhere is a stoep more 
ceremonious than at Bobbejaanskloof,  
a farmhouse perched pastorally atop  
a plateau just 20 minutes from 
Plettenberg Bay. Here, the deeply 
recessed front stoep plays the part of 
outdoor entrance hall, receiving guests 
with seasonal blooms picked from the 
abundant land as their jackets are whisked 
off to the coat cupboard and visitors 

sink into armchairs, removing hiking 
boots while being greeted by a zealous 
dog. ‘That’s when you arrive at the house,’ 
announces interior designer Greg Mellor, 
detailing the home’s hospitably warm 
reception, undeniably evident before you 
even set foot through the door. 

‘The owners wanted the interior to be 
seamless with the exterior,’ he explains, 
pointing to the garden’s en-masse 
plantings of agapanthus, euphorbias, aloes 
and vygies that are echoed in indoor vases 
and pots, and murals painted by artist 
Sarah Pratt that reference the prolific 
birdlife. Botanical specimens plucked 

A from the garden and dried are framed  
as artworks that allow the home to hold 
the floral enchantment found beyond  
its walls.

It’s no wonder the nature-loving owners 
were drawn to the property. He, the pro 
bono chairman of a conservation NGO 
and businessman, and she, a psychologist, 
were both thrilled at the opportunity 
to be stewards of these 151 hectares 
previously owned, restored and nurtured 
by an African-design doyenne.

‘She was revolutionary at the time,’ 
says the owner of her predecessor, who 
purchased Bobbejaanskloof 25 years 

before. ‘She had such an extraordinary 
vision to bring it back to its natural 
beauty by restoring the fynbos. We 
need to do all we can to look after it,’ 
she insists, passionately affirming their 
commitment to continue the clearing of 
alien vegetation. 

By establishing cycling tracks around 
the perimeter and hiking trails through 
the gorge, the new owners have maximised 
their enjoyment of the surroundings. Yet it’s 
at the house that they wallow in it most. 

‘Sorry for the cliché, but there’s no other 
way of saying it,’ warns the owner. ‘It’s  
a deep out-of-Africa experience.’

A LARGE FIREPLACE AND AN 
UNPRETENTIOUS APPROACH TO 

FURNISHINGS MAKE THIS CORNER 
OF THE LOUNGE AREA A HOMELY 

COMFORT ZONE

CLOCKWISE,  FROM TOP 
LEFT  GREG MELLOR DESIGNED  

THE WOVEN DINING CHAIRS; THERE 
ARE FLOWERS AND PLANTS ALL 

ABOUT THE HOUSE; SARAH PRATT’S 
MURALS WERE INSPIRED BY THE 

LOCAL BIRDLIFE
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‘Sorry for the cliché, but there’s 
no other way of saying it: It’s 

a deep out-of-Africa experience’

CLOCKWISE,  FROM TOP LEFT  
A HERD OF NGUNI ON THEIR DAILY VISIT 
TO THE POOL; THE BACK STOEP, PRIMED 
FOR R&R; LARGE BARN DOORS OPEN UP 
THE DINING AREA TO THE OUTSIDE; THE 

ENTRANCE IS FURNISHED TO MAKE VISITORS 
FEEL AT HOME BEFORE THEY CROSS THE 
THRESHOLD; ROBBERG ARTEFACT BY GUY 

THESEN, A LOCAL ARTIST, IS A RENDITION OF 
AN ACHEULEAN STONE AGE HAND TOOL

EVENINGS ARE OFTEN 
SPENT AROUND THE 
FIRE PIT, ADMIRING 
THE SURROUNDS
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Uninterrupted views (only one light is 
seen in the distance at night), a reservoir 
swimming pool (frequented during the day 
by a herd of Nguni cattle and at dusk by 
bushbuck), the smell of fertile grassland 
and the calls of owls, fish eagles, swallows 
and herons all conspire to form a strongly 
rooted connection with the continent. 

Greg agrees with the owner’s description: 
‘Although the interiors are grounded in  
a traditional European aesthetic, you get 
a strong “romantic Africa” sense of place, 
especially through the muted colour 
palette that mirrors the tones visible in the 
landscape.’ The khaki and greens of the 
succulents and fynbos, the bleached yellow 
of the grass, and the blue-grey of the distant 
Outeniqua Mountains and surrounding 
eucalyptus leaves (although not indigenous, 
these trees are so old, they no longer leech 
the soil) – all these hues are introduced to 
the interior, with subtle layering evident in 
textures rather than a multitude of objets.

The family spends most time on the 
back stoep, another prodigiously recessed 

outdoor living area, which affords 
sightings of the zebras, giraffes and 
elephants roaming around the adjacent 
game reserve. The owner’s nightly ritual 
of lighting candles and setting the drinks 
tray (‘Even if no one’s having a whisky, I 
just love the romantic magic of it,’ she 
smiles) lends itself to snuggling up on 
this stoep, cocooned by the enveloping 
stillness, often falling asleep on the four-
poster day bed to the sound of nightjars.

Considered bed designs and linen 
choices are paramount in this tranquil 
scene. ‘Sleep is very precious to us,’ she 
explains. ‘The farm is our place of retreat 
and restoration.’ Blankets by Garden 
Route weaver Mungo pile on the cosiness, 
while Coral & Hive karakul rugs maximise 
warmth. Seagrass, sisal and jute mats 
feature underfoot, too, their texture 
echoed in the exaggerated weave of the 
dining chairs. 

‘They’re almost like armchairs,’  
Greg says of the seats he designed to 
fill the expansive indoor dining area. 

‘Because they’re so big and comfortable, 
the dining room almost acts as another 
sitting room, where you really want to 
linger after meals.’

And linger they do – be it after a lunch 
prepared from the vegetable-garden bounty, 
or while playing a game of Scrabble in 
front of a fireplace. ‘We’ve discovered an 
art of living,’ attests the owner, carrying a 
basketful of spinach, lettuce and fennel that 
illustrate her point. ‘It’s possible to live in a 
way that’s deeply nourishing for body, heart 
and soul.’ n Bobbejaanskloof is available 
to rent. 8 perfecthideaways.co.za; 
Greg Mellor 8 gregorymellor.com

ALL THINGS WOODEN,  
WOVEN AND WOOLLEN  
LEND THIS BEDROOM  
A RELAXED, INVITING FEEL

OPPOSITE PAGE, 
CLOCKWISE,  FROM 
LEFT  THE PLAY BETWEEN 
TEXTURES AND NATURAL HUES 
EXTEND TO THE BATHROOMS; 
PRESSED PLANT SPECIMENS 
ADORN A WALL; SIMPLE PIECES 
AND A SCREED FLOOR IN ONE 
OF THE BATHROOMS 


